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After a while it forgot the cerise color of the sun 
dying behind Kilimanjaro.

rara avis: rare bird



The drums pulsed their steady rhythm, in its way as much 
a soporific as the sleep drone of the bees. 

Likewise, her face seemed encased in a wimple of almost 
Mohammedan modesty—only her blue eyes peered out of 
the mask of bees which crawled sluggishly over her face, 
hiding mouth and nose and chin and brows.



He had collected four of her bobby-pins 

as assiduously as a squirrel collects nuts

for the winter, and had secreted them 

under his mattress along with the pills. 



Words I Learned From Stephen King’s Misery 
Compiled and illustrated by Ishmam Ahmed 
 
Disparaging — expressing that something is of little worth 
Recant — Say that one withdraws a belief 
Beldame — an old woman 
Brackish — salty water 
Contretemps — minor dispute 
Rara av is — rare bird 
Gl ibness — smooth, insincere 
Preened — straightening up, feathers 
Sycophancy — obsequious behavior toward someone important to gain advantage 
Obsequious — obedient or attentive to a servile degree 
Ostomy — opening created in the body for surgery 
Concordance — alphabetical list of important words in a text 
Strappado — a form of punishment or torture in which the victim was secured to a rope and made to fall from a 
height almost to the ground before being stopped with abrupt jerk 
Tracery— ornamental  
Cowed — crouch down in fear 
Scheherazade — the fictional wife of a sultan who avoided death by telling stories 
Mul ishness — of or like a mule, very stubborn 
Ostentat ious — characterized by vulgar or pretentious display 
Obdurat ion — stubborn refusal to change one’s opinion or course of action 
Rictus — a fixed grimace or grin 
Canted — talk hypocritically about something 
Popskul l  — inferior or cheap whiskey 
Bi l le t-doux — a love letter 
Perfunctory — carried out with a minimum of effort or reflection 
Munif icent — larger or more generous than is usual or necessary 
Denouement — the final part of a play, movie, or narrative where all is explained  
Suppl icat ion — the action of asking or begging for something earnestly or humbly 
Fakirs — a Muslim religious ascetic who lives solely on alms 
Arrears — money that is owed and should have been paid earlier  
L ien — a right to keep possession of property belonging to another person until a debt owed by that person is 
discharged 
Assiduously — with great care and perseverance 
Cer ise — a bright or deep red color 
Dour ly — in a way that is sullen, gloomy 
Fecundity — the ability to produce an abundance of offspring or new growth 
Delphic — deliberately obscure or ambiguous, relating to the Greek oracle at Delphi 
Cul l  — select from a large quantity; obtain from a variety of sources  
V i tuperat ive — bitter and abusive  
Coquett ishness — describes a woman’s flirtatious manner  
Reproachfu l ly  — expressing disapproval or disappointment  
Wimple — a cloth headdress covering the head, neck, sides of the face, worn by nuns  
Sopor i f ic — inducing drowsiness  
Sol ic i tude — care or concern for someone or something  
Spur ious — not being what it purports to be; false or fake 
Pathological — involving or caused by physical or mental illness; obsessive, compulsive 
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